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A MESSAGE BY ICC SECRETARY GENERAL  
 

Throughout 2015, ICC played a central role 
in representing business interests in a 
range of major global intergovernmental 
processes that will shape international 
commerce for many years to come. 

We also broadened the scope of our 
activities to support business growth and 
productivity— most notably with the launch 
of our new online professional education 
platform, the ICC Academy. 

We enter 2016 amid an increasingly 
uncertain global outlook: weak global 
growth, wild swings on stock markets, and a 
plummeting oil price have all raised 
concerns about a fresh financial crisis. As 
the world business organization—
representing companies large and small in over 130 countries—we remain committed to promoting 
a global agenda that enables private sector growth and job creation. 

A particular priority must be to reinvigorate trade growth which effectively flat-lined during 2015.  
Less trade means lower growth, less employment and fewer opportunities for the world’s poorest 
to escape poverty. Working with our members and national committees, we will be active in making 
the case for polices to reverse this trend—from measures to ease the supply of trade credit through 
to a strengthened world trade agenda. 

In keeping with our founding mission to promote responsible business, ICC is also firmly committed 
to playing a central role in the implementation of the United Nation’s 2030 development agenda. 
Since the turn of the millennium, the world has seen extreme poverty more than halved. Business 
has been central to this success story, and—with the right support—can play a greater and more 
constructive role in realizing growth and development opportunities in the future.  

We look forward to working with you to realise the vision of a brighter and more prosperous future 
for all. 
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3 MOMENTS IN ICC BELGIUM’S LIFE IN 2015 

 

VISIT TO THE ICC COURT OF ARBITRATION  

On 4 and 5 March 2015, a delegation of members of ICC Belgium, CEPANI and CEPANI40 has 
gathered in Paris to visit the ICC Court of Arbitration in Paris and meet with Andrea Carlevaris, 
Secretary General of ICC International Court of Arbitration & Director of ICC Dispute Resolution 
Services, hold working meeting with counsels and managers of both the Court and the Commission 
on Arbitration and ADR. On the first evening, MM. Rudi Thomaes, Chairman of ICC Belgium, Dirk 
De Meulemeester, President of CEPANI and Prof. Didier Matray, Vice-president of CEPANI had 
the pleasure to invite participants to attend a dinner at the Belgian Embassy in Paris in Honor of 
Ambassador Patrick Vercauteren Drubbel. The dinner was preceded by a visit of the Ambassador’s 
residence guided by Richard Flahaut de la Billarderie, historien d’art délégué National des parcs 
et jardins conservateur à l’Hôtel de Matignon. 
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LUNCH-DEBATE WITH ALEXANDER DE CROO 

SDG & private sector: creating value from sustainable development 
 

On 27 May 2015, ICC Belgium was delighted to welcome members and guests to attend a special 
event in the run up to the SDG Summit of the United Nations in September 2015.  

  
 

http://iccbelgium.be/event/sustainable-development-goals-sdgs-private-sector-lunch-debate
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LUNCH-DEBATE WITH ALEXANDER DE CROO  

Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Development Cooperation Alexander De Croo gave a 
keynote speech as an introduction to the presentation of the SDGs by Christophe Yvetot, Director 
of the Representational Office of UNIDO to the European Union and the reaction of a panel 
including 

 Martina Bianchini, Vice-Chair of the ICC Environment and Energy Commission, & Chair of 
the Green Economy Task Force, 

 Luc Luyten, Honorary Consul of Burundi in Belgium, 
 Thierry Senechal, Deputy Director, Business Development ICC WBO, & ICC Academy 

Global Coordinator 
 Iris Van der Veken, Vice-Chair Global Compact Network Belgium,  
 Jacques Vandermeiren, Chairman of Business & Society Belgium 

It has been a unique opportunity for high level representatives of the private sector to discuss the 
future of corporate responsibility and opportunities for creating value from sustainable development 
around three questions: 

 Why Are the SDGs Important to Belgian Business? 
 What Are the Risks for Business? 
 What Are the Opportunities for Business? 

We could conclude that the SDGs, covering a broad range of economic, social, environmental, 
energy and governance issues, have been perceived as important for the Belgian business, as 
they can set the tone for subsequent regulatory actions in our jurisdiction. But the SDGs also 
represent for the business, stepping up investment in and deployment of financial and 
technological resources, innovation and knowhow, interesting opportunities, including the 
development of operating environments favorable to entrepreneurship, when such environments 
are characterized by peace and stability, the rule of law, good governance, absence of corruption, 
adequate infrastructure and enforceable contracts.   

    
 



 9 
 

 
ICC BELGIUM | ANNUAL REPORT 2015 

 

ECONOMIC SANCTIONS AND EXPORT CONTROLS SEMINAR 

On 24 September 2015, ICC Belgium and the Federation of Enterprises in Belgium (FEB) held a 
much attended seminar on “Handling the Risks of US and EU Sanctions and Export Controls – 
From Awareness to Compliance”, with the cooperation of Agoria, essenscia and Febelfin.  

The aim of the seminar was to create a better awareness of US and EU sanctions and export 
controls regimes in order to enable companies to make their businesses compliant and avoid the 
risk of severe financial and reputational loss. Topics were discussed both from a US and EU 
perspective and by dealing with practical case scenarios. They included: 

 the impact of trade controls on the financial sector 
 recent developments with respect to Iran, Cuba, and Russia 
 recent and planned trade control reforms. 

The seminar has been of interest to all those who must keep abreast of developments in the field 
of trade controls for professional reasons, in particular executive, financial and compliance officers 
and legal and tax counsel of companies and financial institutions with an international business 
presence. 
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TRADE, INVESTMENT AND GLOBALIZATION 
2015 registered a disappointing rate for trade growth of 2,8%, making it the fourth consecutive 
year in which growth in world merchandise trade stayed below 3.0% on an annual basis. Moreover, 
while the volume of global trade is still growing, its value has fallen because of shifting exchange 
rates and falls in commodity prices.  

Commenting on the situation in Davos 2016, ICC Secretary General stated that the flat lining of 
global trade is one of our biggest areas for concern, while WTO Director-General Roberto Azevêdo 
said earlier that “This could undermine fragile economic growth in vulnerable developing countries. 
There remains as well the threat of creeping protectionism as many governments continue to apply 
trade restrictions and the stock of these barriers continues to grow.”  

 

WTO’S TRADE FACILITATION AGREEMENT 

ICC supports that governments must work 
constructively with business to reinvigorate 
trade, which over the past two decades has 
been a powerful driver of GDP growth and job 
creation. That is the reason why we actively 
promote the rapid implementation of the 
World Trade Organization's Trade 
Facilitation Agreement (TFA) which ICC 
research suggests could more than double 
SME exports-creating some 21 million jobs in 
the process.  

The TFA is a vital agreement to boost growth 
by cutting red tape at borders. Many 
companies - particularly SMEs - are currently 
held back from exporting due to burdensome, 
and sometimes unpredictable, customs 
requirements. A recent study by the OECD 
estimated that border inefficiencies currently 
add around 15% on average to the cost of 
trading internationally - placing a far higher 
burden on companies than many existing 
tariff barriers. 
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In order to assist developing countries and 
speed implementation of the Trade 
Facilitation Agreement, ICC has come into a 
partnership with the World Economic Forum 
and the Center of International Private 
Enterprise—along with the governments of 
Canada, Germany, the United Kingdom and 
the United States—to launch in December 
2015 a major new initiative called The Global 
Alliance for Trade Facilitation. 

 

The unique platform aims to leverage 
business expertise and resources in the 
implementation of customs and border 
reforms. While it is widely recognized that 
private-sector engagement will be critical for 

successful implementation of the TFA, the 
alliance is the first initiative to provide a global 
platform to bring business closer to the 
process of enacting reforms under the 
agreement. 

Practically, the alliance will support TFA-
related projects in 12-15 developing 
countries on an annual rolling basis -
identifying trade bottlenecks and working with 
governments to implement reforms to enable 
trade for local enterprises. It will also work to 
remedy limited private-sector awareness of 
the TFA in some sectors and markets. 
Underscoring the business-led nature of the 
partnership, the effectiveness of alliance 
programmes will be measured by real-world 
commercial metrics. 

A broad range of leading multinational 
companies have already committed to 
working with the alliance, including A.P. 
Møller-Mærsk, DHL, Wal-Mart, eBay and 
Huawei. Other partners are expected to join 
the initiative in 2016.
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B20-G20 IN TURKEY 

In 2015, B20 Chairman was Rifat 
Hisarcıklıoglu, a member of ICC's Executive 
Board and G20 CEO Advisory Group, and the 
President of the Union of Chambers and 
Commodity Exchanges of Turkey. He has 
been the leader of the B20 policy-making 
process under the Turkish presidency that 
was initiated in Istanbul on 9 February 2015, 
where some 400 businesses gathered to 
begin constructing recommendations for 
consideration by B20 Leaders. 

ICC Chairman Terry McGraw co-chaired the 
B20 trade task force, which included 68 
company executives from 25 countries, to 
carry forward the B20 policy 
recommendations process initiated in Seoul 
in 2010, for the G20 Leaders Summit hosted 
by Turkey in November 2015. The group 
called on G20 leaders to: 

 rapidly implement and ratify the WTO 
Trade Facilitation Agreement,  

 stop protectionism in its tracks,  
 remove supply chain barriers and  
 ensure that plurilateral trade 

agreements contribute to a stronger 
multilateral trading system.  

The task force also called for progressive 
leadership by the G20 to: 

 liberalize trade in services,  
 encourage the growth of e-commerce 

and  
 improve intellectual property 

protection and enforcement regimes  

as drivers of economic growth. 

The CEOs from the ICC G20 CEO Advisory 
Group participated in B20 policy 
consultations and called in 2015 for greater 
emphasis on reducing trade barriers and 
improving conditions for infrastructure 
investment, particularly in the energy sector. 
Sunil Bharti Mittal, the Founder and 
Chairman of Bharti Enterprises and ICC First 
Vice-Chairman led ICC's delegation to the 
G20 Summit in Antalya, Turkey. 

 

ICC has served as strategic partner to B20 
national since Korea in 2010 and we're 
pleased with the increasing responsiveness 
we're getting from G20 Leaders. 

OECD BASE EROSION AND PROFIT SHIFTING (BEPS) 

PROJECT 

ICC has been extensively involved in the 
OECD BEPS process representing global 
business views-from major multinational 
firms through to SMEs in every region of the 
world, submitting its feedback on Discussion 
Drafts issued by the OECD in the different 
phases of the BEPS project. The comments 

related a.o. to the prevention of treaty abuse, 
the artificial avoidance of Permanent 
Establishment status and potential 
modifications of transfer pricing guidelines on 
low value-adding intra-group services. 

As from the beginning of 2015, ICC declared 
that while we fully concur that tax fraud and 
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tax evasion should be stopped, we contends 
that this should be clearly distinguished from 
legal tax management and planning. 
Moreover, businesses feared that 
governments might be too focused on 
combating tax evasion while losing sight of 
the fact that the wider business community is 
not engaged in abusive practices and may 
suffer collateral damage. 

 

Noting the extremely ambitious timeframe of 
the BEPS project, ICC has been concerned 
that insufficient attention was being given to 
the necessary analysis and study of the 
repercussions of potential changes to the 
international tax infrastructure. This was 
illustrated by the limited narrative 
examination and/or concrete suggestions 
offered by the OECD in several of the 
recently issued BEPS Discussion Drafts. 
Failure to conduct the necessary due 
diligence and dialogue with stakeholders 
risked to result in faulty rules, creating 
difficulties for businesses and significantly 
hampering cross-border trade and economic 
growth. 

Commenting on the release of the final BEPS 
reports in October 2015, ICC Secretary 
General, John Danilovich said: "This is the 
first fundamental reform of the international 
tax architecture in a century. We've said all 
along that it's vital that the BEPS project 
produces rules which are coherent, 

transparent and predictable. Though the 
substance of the OECD recommendations 
will require very careful analysis, it's clear that 
in a number of areas, such as permanent 
establishment and transfer pricing, the BEPS 
package contains proposals which would 
much better align tax systems with the 
dynamics and realities of modern business." 

As regards implementation of the package, 
Mr Danilovich added: "It is now imperative 
that the overall package is implemented in a 
coherent and coordinated manner-and, 
moreover, in close cooperation with business 
to ensure the reforms are both practicable 
and effective. This will be a challenge, but we 
have to get implementation right both to 
protect government revenues and to 
safeguard cross-border trade and 
investment." 

ICC has also stressed the importance of 
ensuring that all countries-not just OECD 
states-work together to ensure a consistent 
international tax landscape following the 
publication on the BEPS recommendations. 

Christian Kaeser, Chair of the ICC 
Commission on Taxation and Global Head of 
Tax at Siemens AG, said: "For the business 
community, the integrity of the international 
tax system is of critical importance. It is 
therefore vital that OECD and non-OECD 
countries work closely together on a common 
understanding to prevent inconsistencies 
between national tax legislations and to avoid 
unilateral disparate tax rules." 

ICC remains highly concerned that compliant 
taxpayers will suffer collateral damage as a 
result of a tightening of international tax rules 
under the BEPS project Today Pascal Saint 
Amans, OECD Tax Policy Director, fully 
acknowledged that there will be an increase 
in double taxation risks going forward. In this 
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context, effective dispute resolution 
mechanisms are imperative to mitigate the 
possible "tsunami" of double taxation cases 
and associated tax disputes are anticipated 
in the coming years. 

There needs to be a comprehensive debate 
to make sure that all countries come on board 

to ensure the required legal certainty to 
facilitate economic growth and FDI. This 
must be a first-order priority for policy makers 
in 2016. ICC underscored the importance in 
this context of the planned work of the UN's 
Committee of Experts on International 
Cooperation in Tax Matters on tax dispute 
resolution 

CUSTOMS VALUATION AND TRANSFER PRICING 

ICC has long called for governments to 
address the major challenges that 
businesses face due to discrepancies 
between the customs valuation approach - 
based on the WTO Valuation Agreement - 
and the 'arm's length principle' for profit tax 
purposes approach based on the OECD 
Transfer Pricing Guidelines.  

 

In response to rising concerns within the 
business community, ICC has identified 
seven innovative and pragmatic solutions 
based on convergence to secure, clarify and 
simplify transfer pricing and customs 
valuation rules gathered from customs 
experts from businesses worldwide. These 
solutions have been packed into a policy 
statement has been offered in February 2015 
to the Organization for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) within 

the context of the G20 mandated OECD Base 
Erosion and Profit Shifting (BEPS) taxation 
project, and the revision of its transfer pricing 
guidelines. 

Furthermore, the policy statement has been 
included by the World Customs Organization 
(WCO) in the WCO's Revenue Package, 
which provides guidance (tools and 
guidelines) to customs administrations 
around the world on their revenue collection. 
The new World Customs Organization’s 
(WCO) Guide to Customs Valuation and 
Transfer Pricing, the part of the WCO 
Revenue Package which includes ICC 
proposals for more coherent tax and customs 
revenue collection; has been released by 
WCO during the Summer 2015. 

Available in English 
and French, the 
WCO guide is 
designed to be 
accessible to both 
experts and non-
experts and explores 
the linkages and 

possibilities for Customs to use transfer 
pricing information to examine international 
transactions within a multinational group.
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INVESTMENT PROTECTION IN CETA AND TTIP 

Questioning European Parliament’s rejection 
of arbitration mechanisms in the 
Transatlantic Trade and Investment 
Partnership (TTIP) on 9 July 2015 during an 
interview by Daniela Vincenti for 
EurActiv.com, independent arbitrator Vera 
Van Houtte, Vice-President of the ICC Court 
of Arbitration, said that “ISDS cannot be 
dead, as there will always be investment-
state disputes and someone will have to 
settle them,” and explaining arbitrators are 
already independent from parties involved. 
The “publicly appointed” applies already to 
the arbitrators of the state, she added.  “It is 
up to each state to lay down the rules 
according to which it chooses its arbitrator 
and whether it publishes this appointment,” 
Van Houtte noted. 

Dissecting compromise amendment 117, 
which calls for the new system to replace 
ISDS, Niuscia Bassiri, a partner at Hanotiau 
& van den Berg, an arbitration firm in 
Brussels and a member of ICC Belgium, said 
that the way it is phrased “would imply that 
the new system is different from the court 
systems of the member states and from the 

courts of the European Union”, before noting 
that the new system proposed will include 
public hearings and disclosure of pleadings, 
procedural orders, decisions and awards, 
which already apply under ICSID and 
UNCITRAL. 

During the September 2015 meeting of the 
UNCTAD Trade and Development Board, 
ICC has expressed itself as “concerned by a 
significant degree of misconception [with 
respect to ISDS, and] (…) seeking to 
communicate more with governments to 
demystify the system.”, adding that ”our ICC 
Rules on Arbitration do not require 
confidentiality in ISDS hearings and the role 
of institutions such as our International Court 
of Arbitration is to ensure the independence 
of arbitrations. ICC views current mega-
regional negotiations and discussions 
surrounding investment as an opportunity to 
engage in reform efforts.” 

Further, ICC added that we are “not in favour 
of establishing an appellate mechanism. 
However, should the establishment of such a 
mechanism proceed, some additional 
comments can be made. ICC would suggest 
that the discussion of an appellate 
mechanism should not be carried out by the 
EU and the US in the context of the TTIP only 
and limited to this treaty without taking into 
account its effects on the system of 
international investment agreements as it 
applies to thousands of existing treaties. It is 
important that an inclusive, global debate 
takes place.” 

INNOVATION AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

The 2015 paper published by ICC in its 
Innovation and Intellectual Property (IP) 

research series highlighted a mounting need 
for "smart" or targeted regional policies to 
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improve capacity of a region and identifies six 
best practice areas - from openness of trade 
policies to adequate access to finance for 
innovators - where regional policymakers can 
take targeted action at local level to 
complement the work of central 
governments.  

Written by authors Balaji Parthasarathy and 
Jennifer Brant, the paper "The Dynamics of 
Global Technology and Knowledge Flows" 
provides an overview of how technology and 
knowledge flow at the regional and global 
levels and discusses various channels for 
transfer and diffusion, as well as the role 
intellectual property plays in knowledge 
exchange. 

 

Noting that "one-size-fits-all" policy 
approaches are unlikely to attract technology 
and knowledge flows across borders, the 
paper propounds that policymakers can 
nevertheless bolster knowledge and 
technology flows by establishing favourable 
conditions for investment in research and 
development, and by cross-fertilization 
between different actors in innovation, public 
and private, as well as local and international 
networks. It also provides a set of 
recommendations for policymakers to help 
improve the business environment and 
develop absorptive capacity - the ability of a 
firm or region to integrate and use new 
knowledge to generate innovation- based on 
the common features of successful regional 
innovation systems and clusters. 

Integration of firms in global value chains, 
participation in knowledge networks and the 
movement of skilled individuals among 
institutions and across geographic regions 
are all cited in the paper as ways to make 
advances in knowledge transfer and diffusion 
while across-the-board recommendations 
outlined range from prioritizing the creation of 
sound and stable environments for doing 
business, to investing in physical 
infrastructure and education. 

Later in 2015, ICC has released principles to 
support innovation and meet global 
challenges - which aim to promote policies 
that support innovation as a key driver of 
economic growth, job creation and broad-
based opportunity - at a roundtable in 
Geneva co-hosted at the Permanent Mission 
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to Canada and attended by senior business 
executives and ambassadors representing a 
range of countries. They respond, in part, to 
the challenge of the United Nations' new 

Sustainable Development Goals which 
emphasize the role of innovation in tackling 
global challenges such as extreme poverty 
and climate change. 

The ICC paper expands upon four central principles, necessary for the creation of a supportive 
policy environment for innovation. In doing so, it urges policymakers to: 

- Build investor confidence by encouraging dialogue between stakeholders, providing 
stability and good governance, investing in infrastructure and ensuring that regulatory 
frameworks are predictable, transparent, robust and up to date. 

- Train skilled workers in a climate that promotes knowledge exchange. To achieve this, the 
principles highlight the need for collaboration across sectors, along with investment in 
educational infrastructure and public-private research programmes. 

- Open markets to trade and investment, noting that innovation is a global endeavour that 
transcends borders. The principles state that national trade and competition laws should 
not discriminate between domestic and foreign companies, and that national systems 
aimed at attracting investment should conform to international norms and take into account 
global competition to attract investment capital. 

- Ensure adequate intellectual property (IP) systems to incentivize investment in innovation. 
The paper explains that effective and predictable intellectual property systems assist 
businesses to obtain financing for innovation, provide certainty that businesses can recoup 
their investments in R&D, and enable innovative ideas to be commercialized and scaled. 
They also help to provide security for sharing know-how between businesses and other 
entities in the context of collaborative innovation. 

INTERNATIONAL MERGER CONTROL 

The ICC Recommendations on Pre-Merger 
Notification Regimes were unveiled in 
Sydney on 27 April 2015 during a panel 
discussion on best practices in merger 
controls moderated by Patrick Hubert, 
Partner at Clifford Chance Europe and Chair 
of the ICC Task Force on Premerger Control 
Regimes. 

Mr Hubert noted: "There is a need for a better 
balance between necessary merger control 
regimes and limiting the administrative 
burden put on welfare-enhancing business 
transactions. The ICC Merger 
Recommendations were designed with a 

view to enhance the efficiency of existing 
merger reforms at a global level." 

More than 146 jurisdictions around the world 
currently have some form of merger control 
regime under their antitrust laws. This 
proliferation increases transaction costs in 
itself but this is exacerbated by the lack of 
convergence and the resulting “patchwork” of 
review, (because multiple analyses must be 
performed under separate methodologies.) 
Not only are merger control regimes 
heterogeneous, in many countries they have 
particular features that make notification 
mandatory even if the transaction has no 
visible impact on the particular territory; this 
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trend contributes to increasing transaction 
costs. Costs are incurred even if the project 
does not threaten in any way the functioning 
of the local market, which is an unfair 
additional burden on companies engaged in 
welfare-enhancing mergers. 

In the absence of a global authority 
responsible for international merger control, 
ICC considers it critical to develop a set of 
recommendations on the harmonization of 
merger control best practices and to engage 
with antitrust agencies at national and 
international levels on concerns and 
challenges faced by international business in 
this area. 

In its policy statement, ICC sets out a number 
of recommendations on a way forward in 
simplifying global business transactions. 

The policy statement examines the issues 
with current pre-merger notification regimes 
and concludes with long-term perspectives 
on merger notification regimes using the 
International Competition Network's 
Recommended Practices for Merger 
Notification Procedures as a reference.  

Calvin Goldman, Partner at Goodmans and 
co-Chair of the ICC Task Force on ICN, said: 
"Given the increasing importance of foreign 
investment review in the evolving regulatory 
world, it is important for an organization like 

ICC to foster an expert discussion on this hot 
topic. This discussion will be beneficial to 
business and competition agency 
representatives attending the Roundtable 
particularly in relation to foreseeing process 
and substantive issues that may arise."  

 

Regional merger control regimes should be 
encouraged, provided they replace or at least 
coordinate and harmonize existing national 
ones. Moreover, the WTO should renew its 
interest toward competition law, with an aim 
limited to procedural convergence.

LEGAL CERTAINTY FOR INTERNATIONAL CONTRACTS 

In March 2015, the Hague Conference on 
Private International Law (HCCH) approved 
the Principles on Choice of Law in 
International Commercial Contracts, or the 
Hague Principles. This non-binding 
instrument aims to strengthen legal certainty 
and predictability in international commercial 
transactions by ensuring that the law chosen 

by the parties to apply to their international 
commercial contracts has the widest scope of 
application, subject to clearly defined limits. 
The Hague Principles promote a consistent 
approach to choice of law in international 
contracts, thereby strengthening legal 
certainty for international commerce, and can 
aid in the modernization and harmonization 
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of international commercial law, all of which 
are conducive to a favourable climate for 
international business and commerce. 

The Hague Principles may serve as a 
universal model that can be incorporated into 
domestic law to help guide the reform of 
private international law rules applicable to 
contractual choice of law. The Hague 
Principles are set to operate side-by-side 
other modern instruments available to parties 
planning or negotiating international 
commercial contracts, such as the ICC 
Incoterms © rules or ICC Model Contracts. 

 

ICC, which contributed to the development of 
the Hague Principles as an Observer to the 
Working Group - mandated with the drafting 
of the instrument - is satisfied with the 
completion of this new HCCH instrument, the 
usefulness of which has already been 
recognized by Paraguay, the first country to 
have implemented the Hague Principles. In 
line with UNCITRAL's endorsement of the 
Hague Principles, ICC recommends States to 
incorporate the Hague Principles into their 
domestic choice of law regimes.

 

 

  

https://www.hcch.net/en/home
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RULES AND STANDARDS FOR TRADE 
ICC has a long history of developing voluntary rules, guidelines and codes to facilitate business 
and spread good practice.  

Examples of these include: 

 ICC’s URBPO: the first-ever Uniform Rules for Bank Payment Obligations (BPOs), a 21st 
century standard in supply chain finance that governs Bank Payment Obligations 
transactions worldwide. 

 ICC Incoterms® rules: standard international trade definitions used every day in 
thousands of contracts to define the responsibilities of buyers and sellers. 

 ICC model contracts that make doing international business easier, especially for small- 
and medium-sized companies that cannot afford big legal departments. 

 The Consolidated ICC Code of Advertising and Marketing Communication Practice: the 
global foundation for national self-regulatory systems that monitor marketing practices. 

YEAR IN REVIEW: ICC ARBITRATION AND ADR IN 2015 

1. 10th International Commercial Mediation Competition 
Renowned as ICC's biggest educational 
event of the year , the 10th International 
Mediation Competition was the largest and 
most diverse yet. 67 teams from 34 countries 
competed in mock mediation sessions based 
on actual commercial disputes over the 
course of five days. This year's winners were 

Rose Badruddin and Brandon Schrecengost 
from the University of Houston Law Center. 
Each received an internship at the ICC 
International Centre for ADR and the Centre 
for Effective Dispute for their competitive 
efforts. 

2. New President of the Court of Arbitration 
The ICC World Council elected Alexis Mourre 
of France as President of the Court of 
Arbitration on 9 June 2015 in Turin, Italy. Also 
appointed were 130 members from 80 
countries including 17 Vice Presidents. 

Mr Mourre succeeded John Beechey of the 
United Kingdom who was elected president 
in 2009. 

 

From Belgium, Vera Van Houtte and Jacques 
Levy-Morelle have been reappointed 
respectively   Vive-President and Member of 
the Court.

3. 5th ICC Young Arbitrators Forum (YAF) Global Conference and the 
Award of Honour 
The 5th edition of the ICC YAF Global 
Conference was hosted by the prestigious 

Queen Mary University in London. Held on 
26-27 June 2015, the event brought together 
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young arbitration practitioners under the age 
of 40 from around the world. The two-day 
conference provided participants the 
opportunity to get involved in first-class 
debates and included a new exciting panel 

entitled, "Arbitration's Got Talent!" John 
Beechey , the past President of the Court of 
Arbitration was also granted the first ever ICC 
YAF Award of Honour for his role in 
mentoring a new generation of arbitrators. 

4. Three New Sets of Rules 
Officially instituted on 1 February 2015, the 
ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR 
replaced the current ICC Rules for Expertise 
with three new sets of rules: the Proposal of 
Experts and Neutrals, the Appointment of 
Experts and Neutrals and the Administration 
of Expertise Proceedings. Three launch 
events took place in Dubai, London and New 
York. 

The ICC Banking Commission revised its 
DOCDEX rules, providing international 
bankers and traders with a more effective and 
efficient solution to settling disputes relating 
to documentary credits.  

After three years of revision, the new ICC 
Dispute Board Rules were implemented on 1 
October 2015. 

 

The amendments outline three specific 
services of dispute boards: the Avoidance of 
Disagreements, Informal Assistance with 
Disagreements and Formal Referral for a 
Conclusion. With greater importance made 
on dispute avoidance, resolving disputes can 
be resolved more efficiently and with less 
costs and expenses. 

5. ICC Court of Arbitration tops the charts 
According to a survey conducted by the 
Queen Mary University of London, ICC swept 
the chart by 31% lead as the preferred 
institution for improvements and innovations 
in international arbitration.  

 

This is due to ICC's high standard of 
administration, excellent facilities and quality 
of staff. Neutrality and "internationalism" 
coupled with global presence and the ability 
to administrate arbitrations internationally 
were also taken into account. With 1,500 
cases -- a record-breaking number -- being 
handled at any given time. 2015 has been an 
exceptional year for the ICC Court. 

6. 13th ICC Miami Conference  
The acclaimed annual conference was held 
1-3 November 2015 and received a record 
attendance of 572 participants from 41 
countries. The event featured discussions on 

the most current developments in the field. 
The theme for the sold out, advanced-level 
training was "Production of Documents." 
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7. ICC at COP21: Conference on Climate Change Related Disputes 
The ICC International Court of Arbitration 
hosted a groundbreaking event on 7 
December 2015 during the two-week 
landmark Paris Climate Conference 
(COP21). The full-day forum discussed the 
possible uses of international arbitration and 
ADR mechanisms to resolve climate change 
related disputes. Featuring presentations 
from some of the world's top legal 

practitioners, the event demonstrated how 
arbitration is an effective mechanism to 
resolve a variety of commercial, diplomatic 
and political disputes. The conference was 
one of the first of many actions that firmly 
establishes ICC's support of businesses and 
governments coming together in pursuit of 
more effective methods in settling climate 
change disputes. 

8. ICC Advanced Arbitration Academy 
The final of eight one-day training 
programmes for the ICC Advanced 
Arbitration Academy for Central and Eastern 
Europe concluded on 18 December 2015. 
The highly sought after workshops received 

excellent feedback from all participants over 
the two-year period paving the way for a 
programme in the MENA region and Latin 
America . 

ICC ANTI-CORRUPTION GUIDE FOR SMES 

In 2015, ICC has released “Anti-corruption 
Third Party Due Diligence”, a new guide to 
help small- and medium-sized enterprises 
(SMEs) assess and manage corruption risks 
associated with engaging third party 
suppliers.  

 

SMEs are often on the receiving end of 
burdensome due diligence procedures of 
large multinational companies. These 
requirements can be overwhelming and often 
companies feel they do not have sufficient 
resources to meet them. This new ICC anti-
corruption tool addresses these concerns 

and inspires businesses to engage in due 
diligence by creating achievable and 
manageable due diligence goals. 

"Corruption hinders economic growth and 
erodes trust in both businesses and 
governmental institutions," said Viviane 
Schiavi, Senior Policy Manager of the ICC 
Commission on Corporate Responsibility and 
Anti-corruption, and Co-chair of the B20 Anti-
corruption Task Force Training Work Stream. 

"It remains a major barrier that impacts 
businesses negatively by increasing the 
costs of doing business -especially for SMEs 
- and undermining the quality of both 
products and services. SMEs are drivers of 
economic growth in many economies yet 
often they need relevant training to do their 
part for responsible supply chains and 
sustainable growth." 

This indispensable ICC guide addresses 
SMEs' need for capacity building on 
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integrating global supply chains in an ethical 
and responsible way. It provides practical 
advice on how SMEs can cost-effectively 
conduct due diligence on third parties they 
engage to perform services on their behalf." 

This new anti-corruption tool was a direct 
response to the Turkish G20 and B20 efforts 
to implement concrete actions for private 

sector integrity, especially to empower SMEs 
in their fight against corrupt activities. It also 
supports one of the key United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goals, to be 
adopted during the UN's General Assembly 
in September, which will work towards 
substantially reducing corruption and bribery 
in all its forms.

ICC SME ANTITRUST COMPLIANCE TOOLKIT 

It is on the occasion of the 2015 International 
Competition Network (ICN) Annual 
Conference that the ICC Commission on 
Competition presented its latest tools to 
international antitrust experts and agencies 
during a roundtable dedicated to hot topics in 
global competition law. These covered 
antitrust compliance for small businesses, 
pre-merger control best practices, and 
foreign investment reviews. 

Paul Lugard, Chair of the ICC Commission on 
Competition and Partner at Baker Botts 
Brussels, said: "The Annual ICC Roundtable 
on Competition Policy has gained significant 
recognition from the global antitrust 
community over the years. These events are 
an ideal forum for the ICC Competition 
Commission to introduce and discuss key 
business-led initiatives in competition policy."  

The event opened with the launch of the ICC 
SME Toolkit - a set of practical tools to help 
smaller businesses to improve competition 
law compliance, which was developed by the 
ICC Task Force on Antitrust Compliance and 
Advocacy chaired by corporate in-house 
antitrust counsel Anne Riley. The toolkit for 
smaller businesses was developed in 
response to a number of antitrust agencies' 
requests for ICC to produce a toolkit 

specifically tailored to SMEs to improve 
antitrust compliance. 

 

Anne Riley said: "I am very excited about the 
ICC SME Toolkit. Whilst the more extensive, 
ICC Antitrust Compliance Toolkit published in 
2013, presents a comprehensive and 
sophisticated set of tools for all businesses, 
the main purpose of the SME Toolkit is to 
provide very simple tools and checklists to 
help SMEs both to understand why 
complying with competition law is good for 
business, and to help them do this in a 
practical way." 

Designed by business for smaller 
businesses, the ICC SME Toolkit is 
structured to provide information on three 
danger areas, five key elements of 
compliance, and ICC's Top Ten Tips.
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ICC CYBER SECURITY GUIDE FOR BUSINESS 

ICC has published in 2015 its guide to help 
companies of all sizes manage their 
approach to cyber security and mitigate 
threats posed by cybercrime. It was inspired 
by the Belgian Cyber security guide, an 
initiative of ICC Belgium and VBO-FEB, and 
the EY Belgium and Microsoft Belgium, with 
the B-CCENTRE and ISACA Belgium. Well-
appreciated in Belgium, the Guide was 
offered to ICC’s Digital Economy 
Commission as a model that could be 
adapted to serve as a global resource with 
the permission of the companies and 
organizations involved. ICC kindly 
recognized the contribution of those involved 
in the preparation and production of the 
Belgian guide as well as those members of 
the ICC Task Force on Cyber Security that 
developed the global guide. 

With an array of quality resources widely 
available, the pragmatic ICC guide stands out 
as the first of its kind to be issued by an 
international business organization, 
responding directly to the need for material 
tailored to help business management frame 

cyber security discussions with information 
technology professionals - and vice versa - to 
put a collaborative and ongoing management 
approach in place. 

ICC Secretary General John Danilovich said: 
"The digital economy is playing an 
increasingly important role in opening up new 
markets and opportunities for global 
business. But in today's global economy 
many businesses adopt modern information 
and communications technologies without 
fully realizing the new types of risks to be 
managed as a result. ICC's guide offers a 
way to recognize these risks and map out a 
process to deal with them." 

Noting that absolute security is an elusive 
goal, the free-to-download ICC Cyber 
security guide for business demonstrates 
how improving an organization's cyber 
security is possible through a risk 
management process. This clear guide has 
been prepared for management and 
information technology teams to use in their 
dialogue together - featuring a security self-
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assessment questionnaire and a set of five 
principles to reduce risk associated with 
cyber security incidents. The principles are 
supported by a checklist of six essential steps 
every company should take to set managers 
on a course towards information security 
excellence. 

"So many documents and guidelines exist 
that it can be difficult to know what to start 
reading and what kinds of documents are 
appropriate to your organization," said 
Gerard Hartsink, Chair of the ICC Task Force 
on Cyber Security. "The range of material 
available is considerable but the cyber 
security risk management concepts outlined 
in the guide will help companies overcome 
fears and improve risk awareness to rise to 
the information security challenge of this fast 

changing environment. The guide should be 
shared with business partners in the supply 
chain of goods and services and with the 
public sector to enhance resilience as 
broadly as possible." 

ICC has also launched an online appendix of 
resources to complement the guide serving 
as a living resource to provide more specific 
advice as these materials are developed - 
from standards of practice to technical 
standards and more. 

Catalogued on 
www.iccwbo.org/cybersecurity, the portal 
includes a listing of pertinent global 
frameworks, resources and contacts and will 
evolve and be enhanced over time with more 
local frameworks and translations.

ICC TRADE REGISTER REPORT 2015 

2015 was the fifth year that the ICC Banking 
Commission's Trade Register - which 
includes 13 million transactions from 2007-
14, and encompasses a total exposure of 
over US$ 7.6 trillion - has been released, 
highlighting the low risk nature of trade 
finance. 

In particular, it shows that Short Term (ST) 
trade finance has default rates that only 
reach, on average, one fifth of comparable 
Moody's default rates. The Moody's default 
rate across 2008-14 in the investment grade 
rating universe was 0.11%. By comparison, 
the Trade Register shows that the exposure 
weighted default rate for export letters of 
credit (LCs) was 0.02% over the same period, 
and the transaction default rate for export 
LCs was as low as 0.01%. Even the default 
rate for ST loans for import/export, which is 
the highest across any of the products, was 
0.06%. 

The 2015 Trade Register also suggests that 
Medium- to Long- Term (MLT) trade finance 
is low risk. The default rate for MLT 
transactions is less than 50% of the default 
rate of comparable Moody's corporate credit 
portfolio, and the Export Credit Agency (ECA) 
coverage that backs MLT products further 
contributes to their low risk. 

"The Trade Register remains one of the most 
comprehensive, widely accepted and 
referenced source of default and credit risk 
data in the world today," said Alexander R. 
Malaket, Deputy Head of the Executive 
Committee, ICC Banking Commission.  

"The 2015 Trade Register clearly 
demonstrates the low risk nature of trade 
finance. What's more, the Trade Register 
also highlights the strong recovery rates for 
trade finance - with the median result for ST 
and MLT (through the support of ECAs) trade 
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finance included in the Register close to 
100% recovery for all products." 

"Year on year the Trade Register improves its 
data sample and observes more transactions 
- making this the most comprehensive, and 
perhaps the most significant, to date," said 
Daniel Schmand, chair of the ICC Banking 
Commission. "Additionally, the increased 
alignment with Basel methodology will play a 
key role in underpinning fact-based dialogue 
with industry stakeholders and regulatory 
authorities." 

The Trade Register also highlights that 
political risks - and associated sanctions - can 
have significant effects on default rates for 
MLT products. Where transactions related to 
the Ukraine, Kazakhstan and Iran were 
excluded from the overall sample, the overall 
transaction default rate from 2007-14 fell 
from 0.71% to 0.46% for all transactions, and 
from 1.43% to 0.17% for financial institutions. 

 

  

 

EU BAIL-IN RECOGNITION CLAUSES 

The ICC Banking Commission has initiated a 
dialogue with European Commissioner 
Jonathan Hill to express its concerns as to 
likely effect and consequences of the Bank 
Recovery and Resolution Directive 
(2014/59/EU) (BRRD) on trade finance. In 
particular, the ICC’s concerns centered on 
Articles 44 and 55 BRRD. 

BRRD directs EU Member States to ensure 
that the “bail-in tool” may be applied to all 
liabilities of a bank, with the exception of 
certain types of liabilities. Exempted liabilities 

include secured liabilities and certain 
liabilities with an original maturity of less than 
seven days. 

Article 55 BRRD directs Member States to 
require that covered entities shall include a 
contractual clause in all of their agreements 
under which liabilities can arise (the “Bail-in 
Recognition Clause”). Through such clause 
counterparties accept the effects of any 
possible bail-in. 
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Such clause will not be required for 
agreements that are governed by the laws of 
an EU country or third country which 
recognises the EU “bail-in tool”. No such third 
countries have been identified so far. 

ICC’s concerns regarding Bail-in Recognition 
Clauses are that it will be extremely difficult if 
not impossible to get counterparties in all 
corners of the world to accept the Bail-in 
Recognition Clause, with as consequence 
that this will: 

 create a direct and serious 
competitive disadvantage for all EU 
trade finance banks 

 directly affect access of European 
manufacturers and service providers 
to trade finance instruments and to 
weaken their competitiveness in 
international markets with potential 
adverse economic effects in the EU.  

In view of the importance of trade finance 
instruments for international trade, in 
particular, for small and medium sized 
companies, ICC has pleaded for a general 
exemption for trade finance liabilities from 
the bail-in tool or from the requirement to 
have Bail-in Recognition Clauses. 

Trade finance is the lifeblood of international 
commerce and crucial for a country’s 
economy. For this reason, short term trade 
finance is often exempted from the 
restrictions introduced under a country’s 
moratorium. Furthermore, the commercial 
importance of trade finance for a bank in 

terms of maintaining banking relationships 
and a continuous flow of business and 
payments typically would make it less likely 
that a bank would choose to delay or not pay 
its trade finance debt should it find itself in 
financial difficulty.  

 

Such a decision would quickly put it out of 
business and deprive it of income much 
needed to turn the situation around. 
Therefore it would not be right to make no 
distinction between the liabilities of a bank 
arising from the bank’s funding needs and a 
bank’s trade finance liabilities. 

The exposure on banks that arises in trade 
finance is not the purpose of trade finance, it 
is rather an inevitable corollary of these 
services provided to sellers, buyer, traders, 
exporters and importers. Making the 
liabilities on banks subject to an EU bail-in 
tool would make trade finance in the EU and 
possibly even outside the EU more 
expensive and less available. It would in 
general negatively impact trade by 
companies in the EU with adverse effects on 
the EU real economy.

GUIDELINES FOR CREATION OF BPO CUSTOMER AGREEMENTS 

Following a request made by a number of 
banks to the ICC, the ICC Banking 
Commission and SWIFT, member of ICC 
Belgium, have published in 2015 guidelines 

to assist banks in the creation of customer 
contracts or agreements for use with their 
BPO-related services or products. 

http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj3nsetk7vMAhVoIsAKHdCKAdYQjRwIBw&url=http://blogs.wsj.com/brussels/2014/10/08/u-k-s-hill-presents-grand-eu-vision-in-second-grilling/&bvm=bv.121070826,d.d2s&psig=AFQjCNGPZyqhEdpDMle8L4KubHo0lE2MTw&ust=1462270245368304
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The purpose of these guidelines is to assist 
banks in developing contracts or agreements 
with their customers for the provision of BPO-
related services or products (BPO customer 
agreements). The provisions governing the 
bank's BPO-related services or products may 
either be set out in a BPO-specific 
contract/agreement, or in a 
contract/agreement that covers BPO-related 
services in addition to other services. 

The document does not provide a suggested 
text of a contract or agreement. The drafting 
of a BPO contract or agreement is like any 
other bank document and should remain 
within the domain and control of the 
concerned bank. However, what it does 
provide is a suggested list of categories, and 
the individual components within those 

categories, that should be considered when 
drafting a customer contract or agreement.  

It should be noted that BPO-related services 
or products are specific to each bank and fall 
within the competitive space in which the 
banks will operate. It is not for the guidance 
paper to provide full details of the kind of 
services or products that a bank may wish to 
offer. However, in its appendix you will find a 
list of bank product descriptions that were 
drafted in May 2009 for the SWIFT Trade 
Services Utility documentation. 

Andre Casterman, Chair of the BPO initiative 
at the ICC says: "BPO adoption is 
accelerating in the tier 2 bank space and 
many of those banks need expert guidance 
on the legal side. These new ICC guidelines 
are our response to this market need."

FREEDOM OF COMMERCIAL COMMUNICATION 

The ICC urged governments end 2015 to 
reject general advertising bans and overly 
prescriptive restrictions on truthful 
commercial communications, in favour of 
self-regulatory practices, warns that 
excessive regulation in the field of advertising 
and commercial communications could 
hinder trade and hamper economic growth 
and development. 

The ICC policy statement addresses 
continuing threat of bans on advertising and 
promotion of legal products and restrictions 
on freedom of commercial communication. 
Brent Sanders, Chair of the commission and 
Assistant General Counsel, Microsoft 
Corporation said: "This statement presents 
the views of global business on the freedom 
of commercial communication and expands 
on the discussion of the rights of advertisers. 
It outlines the responsibilities accepted by 

business and supports the argument for 
continued self-regulation through ICC 
codes." 

The Consolidated ICC Code of Advertising 
and Marketing Communications Practice (the 
ICC Code), is the gold standard for most 
nationally applied self-regulation around the 
world. 

The 2015 revised ICC policy statement on 
freedom of commercial communication 
outlines ICC Code principles related to 
freedom of commercial communication and 
self-regulation, and recognizes business 
responsibility to consumers in providing 
decent, honest and truthful commercial 
communication. It aims to underscore that 
freedom of advertising and of commercial 
speech, underpinned by effective self-
regulation, are cornerstones of the market 
economy. 
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"Latin America has seen a proliferation of 
proposals or enacted laws to restrict food and 
beverage marketing and this statement from 
ICC is most timely as business concern 
mounts with threats continuing to extend 

globally," said Ximena Tapias Delporte, Vice-
chair of the ICC Commission on Marketing 
and Advertising and Executive Chairman of 
the Colombian Union of Advertising 
Companies. 

In the statement, ICC upholds that products 
that can be legally manufactured and 
marketed should be legal to advertise in line 
with free market media and communication 
laws, taking into account the interests of the 
public and the common good.

 

Other services of ICC include the ICC International Maritime Bureau: 
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BUSINESS IN SOCIETY 
ICC has a long tradition of corporate citizenship and self-regulation, making it recognized as the 
voice for global business, representing the interests of ICC members in global dialogues related 
to sustainability issues and problems.  

2015 has been the year of sustainable development for the global community and for ICC, with 
the agreement of three important global frameworks to support sustainable development through 
to 2030: a new pact on development financing, the culmination of the SDG process, and a global 
climate change agreement at the Paris climate conference in December. ICC has been leading 
the business representation in each of these three processes. As a complement to this work, ICC 
unveiled a new revision of its Sustainable Development Charter: 

 Based around eight guidelines, the Charter sets out a strategic framework to enable 
companies to place sustainability at the heart of their operations-from staff recruitment 
through to the development of new products and services. In doing so, it makes the case 
for sustainability as a key driver of competitiveness in today's economy, rather than a 
luxury investment or public relations tool. 

 The Charter has been carefully designed to provide a common and accessible starting 
point for companies to develop a business sustainability strategy. We hope that our 
Charter will better enable SMEs-particularly those in emerging market markets-to 
integrate sustainability considerations into their operations. 

ICC AT COP21 

ICC has been the lead business 
representative to the United Nations climate 
negotiations and at COP21. As underlined by 
ICC Secretary General John Danilovich just 
after the adoption of a new global climate 
agreement at the conclusion of COP21 on 12 
December 2015: “Business engagement has 
been a defining theme of COP21 and the 
talks have seen an unprecedented 
mobilization of business leaders from around 
the world. We call on governments to 
capitalize on this momentum by working 
constructively with the private sector in the 
months ahead to achieve the Paris 
outcomes.” 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ICC had issued an eleventh-hour call for 
action for a strong set of policy signals from 
all major nations, with a statement reaffirming 
business commitments to continue engaging 
in dialogue and to ramp up public-private 
partnerships at the international, national, 
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and local level to help realize a prosperous, 
low-carbon and resilient economy - while 
urging its members to scale up climate 
actions and follow recommendations outlined 
in the ICC Business Charter for Sustainable 
Development. 

Under the theme "Business taking action for 
a low-carbon, resilient economy", ICC had 
been one of the 12 organizations that co-
organized the official COP21 Business and 

Industry (BINGO) Day on 4 December 2015 
in Le Bourget, to bring together senior 
representatives of government, business and 
civil society. Explaining why his company 
wanted to be the cleanest and most 
sustainable energy company in the world, 
BINGO Day's keynote speaker Gerard 
Mestrallet, Chairman and Chief Executive 
Officer of ENGIE warned: "There is no plan B 
because there is no planet B". 

 

 

Other ICC key events at COP21 included: 

 ICC conference on climate change related disputes on 7 December: A unique event 
looking at the role of alternative dispute resolution-including arbitration-in resolving climate 
change related disputes. The event looked at the possible "enforcement gap" under a 
COP21 deal and the potential role of arbitration in building confidence in a new global 
climate architecture. This groundbreaking event has been jointly organized by the ICC 
International Court of Arbitration, the International Bar Association, the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration and the Arbitration Institute of the Stockholm Chamber of Commerce. 

 ICC #OurClimate Photographic Award – winners announcement on 8 December: Over 600 
professional and amateur photographers from more than 60 countries have submitted 
entries/works to the ICC Photographic Award 2015, an official COP21 event. The Award 
has been a celebration of artistic skill and outstanding photography which aimed to draw 
attention to-and stimulate dialogue around-the global challenge of climate change. The 
three Award winners were announced during a high-level ICC COP21 Gala Reception. 

 Energy for Tomorrow Conference on 9 December: Hosted and moderated by New York 
Times journalists, the Energy for Tomorrow conference brought together powerful CEOs, 
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influential policymakers, energy entrepreneurs and leading academics to uncover the 
technologies, strategies and investments that will drive success in the new low-carbon 
economy. ICC Secretary General John Danilovich has delivered his vision for climate 
policy beyond COP21 on the second day of the event. 

 Sustainable Innovation Forum on 8 December: The event convened cross-sector 
participants from business, government, finance, UN, non-governmental organizations and 
civil society to create an unparalleled opportunity to bolster business innovation and bring 
scale to the emerging green economy. Cherie Nursalim, Vice Chairman of Giti Group and 
ICC Executive Board Member, has been a speaker at the keynote plenary session 
"Sustainable supply chain innovation and the circular economy". 

 

ICC has also been actively involved in the 
Business & Climate Summit, held at 
UNESCO Headquarters in Paris on 20-21 
May 2015, that brought together 2000 
leading businesses and investors - 60% from 
outside France - with national and 
international policymakers to make the case 
that bold action on climate will ensure 
economic growth while limiting global 
temperature rise to less than +2°C. 

At the occasion of the Summit, Jean-Pierre 
Clamadieu, CEO of Solvay, a member 
company of ICC Belgium, announced the 

launch of an initiative to mobilise international 
businesses for COP21: "Fifty nine chairmen 
and CEOs of global companies and seven 
national, European and global business 
organisations already support the 'Business 
proposals for COP21'. We thank the COP 
presidency for having set up the proposed 
dialogue between business and 
governments. We are also aware of our key 
role as company leaders for taking 
sustainable investment decisions. We call on 
executives worldwide to join this initiative in 
the coming weeks." 
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The active involvement of ICC in the run-up to COP-21, at which a new global treaty on climate change was agreed, has been 
permanent throughout 2015 all over the world. 

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS 

The 17 Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDGs)—the global community’s plan of 
action for “people, planet and prosperity”—
that have been adopted at a major United 
Nations (UN) summit in New York on 25 
September 2015 are the universal set of 
goals, targets and indicators that UN member 
states are expected to use to frame their 
policies over the next 15 years. The SDGs 
have been developed through an extensive 
and inclusive consultation period lasting over 
three years. The global business community 
has played an important part in the process, 
with ICC playing a leading role. 

  

In what ICC believes is a major step change 
in international development cooperation, the 
SDGs place a strong emphasis on engaging 
the private sector. This approach mirrors the 
UN Addis Ababa Action Agenda agreed in 
2015, which emphasizes the need to better 
harness the power of the private sector to 
foster sustainable and inclusive growth 
across a broad range of areas-from project 
finance and encouraging foreign direct 
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investment to supporting innovation and 
removing barriers to trading across borders. 

 

Just the day before the SDGs were adopted, 
ICC Chairman Terry McGraw and Secretary 
General John Danilovich had joined the likes 
of Jack Ma, Founder and Executive 
Chairman of Alibaba, Sheryl Sandberg, COO 
of Facebook and Richard Branson, Founder 
of the Virgin Group as signatories of a letter 
published in the Financial Times calling on 
world leaders to commit to working actively 
and constructively with the private sector to 
deliver on the promise of the Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). 

In this context, ICC has always been 
emphasizing the centrality of trade policy to 
the UN's post-2015 development agenda. 
We have been calling on governments to use 
the Addis Agenda and the SDGs as a 

springboard to deliver on three longstanding 
commitments to:  

(i) implement the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) Trade 
Facilitation Agreement;  

(ii) enhance the availability of trade 
finance; and  

(iii) conclude the Doha Round of 
world trade talks before the end 
of 2015. 

The long-stalled Doha Round-launched in 
2001-offers significant potential to reform the 
global trading system in support of the world's 
poorest. While the official aim remains to 
conclude the Round by the end of 2015, WTO 
members have made little progress to date in 
establishing a roadmap for the negotiations in 
key areas such as agricultural reform and 
services liberalization. 

 

Furthermore, in the run up to the SDG 
Summit of September 2015, ICC has been 
actively supporting the "Global Goals" 
campaign to help raise awareness of the 
SDGs within the private sector. 
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FINANCING FOR DEVELOPMENT AND GLOBAL BUSINESS 

ICC represented the business community at 
special UN hearings on "Financing for 
Sustainable Development" at the UN 
headquarters on 8 April 2015. The hearings 
were the first opportunity for the private 
sector to provide direct input to policymakers 
on the development of a new global 
framework to support development financing.  

The post-2015 development agenda-which 
was not yet finalized at the time-would require 
the mobilization of significant resources from 
both the public and private sectors. While aid 
spending was expected to remain a crucial 
part of international development co-
operation, there was growing recognition that 
a much stronger role for private capital would 
be needed. One recent report from the 
London-based Overseas Development 
Institute pointed to a possible US$73 billion 
financing gap to implement the anticipated 
SDGs.  

Speaking at the high-level opening of the 
hearings, ICC Secretary General John 
Danilovich, said: "The number of people 

living in cities is expected to double by 
2030… The scale of infrastructure financing 
required [as a result] calls for solutions that 
go beyond the means of the public sector 
alone… We believe the global business 
community is central to addressing the 
existing infrastructure deficit and shifting our 
global economy into a more inclusive and 
sustainable trajectory." 

A particular focus of the hearings was the 
ability of small- and medium-sized 
enterprises (SMEs) to access bank finance. 
This has been highlighted by the G20 and the 
UN as a major obstacle to growth in 
developing and least developed economies-
with SMEs largely underserved when it 
comes to basic financial services. 

Later in 2015, following the conclusion of the 
Addis talks, Danilovich said: “We welcome 
the Addis agreement as an important step 
towards realizing a more sustainable and 
prosperous future for us all. Financing will be 
the linchpin for the success of the new 
sustainable development agenda. By 
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establishing a framework that seeks to 
harness private sector investment, we’ve 
seen a major leap forward in the international 
community’s approach to development 
cooperation.” 

He then added: “The Addis agreement must 
act as a catalyst for trade reforms in support 
of the world’s poorest. Implementing the 
World Trade Organization’s Trade 
Facilitation Agreement—which would reduce 
unnecessary red tape at borders—would 

enable entrepreneurs in developing markets 
to tap global supply chains for the first time. 
Urgent action is also needed to enhance the 
supply of trade finance to SMEs amid 
growing concerns over significant financing 
gaps in some developing markets.” 

ICC led a business delegation of over 800 at 
the July 2015 Third International Conference 
on Financing for Development (FFD3) in 
Addis Ababa.

 

 

GLOBAL BUSINESS AND HUMAN RIGHTS 

In an effort to further scale up the 
implementation of the United Nations (UN) 
Guiding Principles on Business and Human 
Rights and the UN Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs), ICC has co-developed a 
business statement with nine of the world’s 
leading business organizations affirming that 

respect for human rights is a key contribution 
to sustainable development. 

The statement “Business Community Affirms 
that Respect for Human Rights is a Key 
Contribution to Sustainable Development - 
Statement in Support of UN Guiding 
Principles and Sustainable Development 
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Goals” has been officially launched on 16 
November 2015 during the UN Forum on 
Business and Human Rights where ICC 
members played an important role. It 
demonstrated that ICC continues to be at the 
forefront in pushing for business 
implementation of the UN Guiding Principles 
on business and Human Rights, a powerful 
and critical companion to the SDGs. The role 
of the state in protecting human rights is 
paramount, to enable businesses assume 
their corporate responsibility to respect 
human rights. 

ICC has also supported a new report 
published in March 2015 by the Economist 
Intelligence Unit which shows that a large 
majority of executives believe human rights 
are a matter for business, not just for 
governments. 

The road from principle to practice: Today’s 
challenges for business in respecting human 
rights finds that 71% of business leaders say 
that their firm’s responsibility to respect 
human rights goes beyond simple obedience 
to local laws. 

The paper’s research and findings are based 
on a global online survey of 853 senior 
corporate executives carried out in 
November and December 2014, extensive 
desk research and nine in-depth interviews 
with independent experts and senior 
executives of major companies. 

 

Viviane Schiavi, Senior Policy Manager of the 
ICC Commission on Corporate Responsibility 
and Anti-corruption, said: “ICC is building on 
wide support received from business to 
advance the dissemination and 
implementation of the UN Guiding Principles 
on Business and Human Rights. We remain 
firmly committed to promoting the role 
business can and should play in respecting 
human rights and have been actively 
engaged in the mandate of the Special 
Representative of the UN Secretary General 
on business and human rights from the 
outset of his work."
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WORKING WITH THE ICC COMMISSIONS 
The global ICC commissions are specialized working bodies composed of business experts 
accessible to Belgian delegates nominated by ICC Belgium that examine major issues of 
practical concern to world business and that work together to address cross-cutting subjects. 
They prepare policy products, including statements to inform and shape intergovernmental 
discussions and resulting policy, as well as rules and codes to facilitate international business 
transactions. 

ARBITRATION AND ADR 

MANDATE 
As a forum for pooling ideas on issues relating to international arbitration and other forms of 
dispute resolution, the ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR aims to: 

 Draft and amend ICC’s Arbitration, Mediation, Expert, Dispute Board and other forms of 
dispute resolution rules. 

 Study the juridical and other aspects of arbitration and other modes of international 
dispute settlement, and examine them in view of current developments. 

 Provide reports, guidelines and best practices on a range of topics of current relevance to 
the world of international dispute resolution, with a view to improving ICC dispute 
resolution services. 

 Create a link among arbitrators, counsel and users to enable ICC dispute resolution to 
respond effectively to users’ needs. 

 Promote ICC’s various dispute resolution services globally. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Position the ICC Report on Decisions as to Costs in International Arbitration as a major  

contribution to on-going discussions on this subject. 
 Assess through empirical research the use of arbitration in the banking and financial 

sectors, identify the expectation of those sectors and make recommendations for a more 
efficient use of arbitration with a view to promoting the use of ICC Arbitration, with input 
from financial institutions and representatives from the Banking Commission. 

 Evaluate the intended purpose of the Emergency Arbitrator proceedings under the 2012 
Arbitration Rules compared to practical experience so far, and analyse the experience of 
other institutions offering emergency arbitrator proceedings. 

 Complete the update of the Report on IT and Arbitration and introduce boilerplate 
clauses on the use of IT in arbitral proceedings. 

 Work on a third edition of the Guide to National Procedures for Recognition and 
Enforcement of Awards under the New York Convention and continue the cooperation 
with UNCITRAL in promoting the NY Convention. 

 Explore the use of arbitration and mediation in antitrust follow-on actions in collaboration 
with the ICC Commission on Competition. 



 39 
 

 
ICC BELGIUM | ANNUAL REPORT 2015 

 Pursue the collaboration with the ICC Commission on Taxation on the use of 
arbitration/mediation in tax dispute resolution. 

 Revise the Rules of ICC as Appointing Authority in UNCITRAL or other Ad Hoc 
Arbitration Proceedings. 

 Study the probative value of witness evidence in international arbitration. 
 Launch and promote the new ICC Dispute Board Rules. 

Belgian Delegates in the ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR 
- Cedric Alter, JANSON BAUGNIET 
- Maxime Berlingin, NAUTADUTILH 
- Olivier Caprasse, HANOTIAU & VAN DEN BERG 
- Karel Daele, MISHCON DE REYA 
- Marc Dal, DALDEWOLF 
- Dirk De Meulemeester, LEXLITIS GHENT-DE MEULEMEESTER & PARTNERS 
- Aimery de Schoutheete, LIEDEKERKE WOLTERS WAELBROECK KIRKPATRICK 
- Patrick De Wolf , DALDEWOLF 
- Luc  Demeyere, CONTRAST -EUROPEAN AND BUSINESS LAW 
- Jean-Michel Detry, DLA PIPER UK LLP 
- Maarten Draye, HANOTIAU & VAN DEN BERG 
- Johan Erauw, ERAUW 
- Jean-François Germain, FIELDFISHER 
- Sophie Goldman, STRELIA 
- Bernard Hanotiau, HANOTIAU & VAN DEN BERG 
- Yves Herinckx, HERINCKX SPRL 
- Pascal Hollander, HANOTIAU & VAN DEN BERG 
- Grégoire Jakhaian, LOYENS & LOEFF 
- Françoise Lefèvre, LINKLATERS DE BANDT -BRUSSELS 
- Henri-Paul Lemaître, LAZAREFF LE BARS 
- Jacques Levy-Morelle, Member of the INTERNATIONAL COURT OF ARBITRATION 
- Jacques Malherbe, LIEDEKERKE WOLTERS WAELBROECK KIRKPATRICK 
- Didier Matray, MATRAY, MATRAY & HALLET 
- Maud Piers, UGENT 
- Emmanuel Roger France, FIELDFISHER 
- Dominique  Smeets, GRAYSTON & COMPANY LAW FIRM 
- Erica Stein, DECHERT LLP 
- Jean-François Tossens, STRELIA 
- Anne Vallery, VVGB 
- Emma Van Campenhoudt, CEPANI 
- Albert-Jan Van den Berg, HANOTIAU & VAN DEN BERG 
- Marc van der Haegen, NAUTADUTILH 
- Annet van hooft , BIRD & BIRD 
- Hans Van Houtte, INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW UNIVERSITY OF 

LEUVEN 
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- Vera Van Houtte, Vice-president of the INTERNATIONAL COURT OF ARBITRATION 
- Mélanie van Leeuwen, DERAINS & GHARAVI 
- Herman W. Verbist, EVEREST LAW 

BANKING 

MANDATE 
To serve as a global forum and rule-making body for banks worldwide, with particular focus on 
the financing of international trade. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Organize the ICC Banking Commission annual meeting in Johannesburg (South Africa) 

and use this opportunity to promote ICC and the Banking Commission’s work in Africa. 
 Pursue the development of a set of uniform rules for international factoring, in partnership 

with Factor Chain International. 
 Expand and refine the scope of the ICC Trade Finance Register. 
 Make recommendations to the Business 20/G20 process on key issues related to trade 

finance and actively contribute to the WTO Expert Group on Trade Finance. 
 Address regulatory challenges facing trade finance in the various expert forums of the 

Banking Commission and ensure appropriate action by the national and supranational 
regulatory agencies, including through coordinated initiatives with other organizations. 

 Provide business input on compliance issues related to financial crime risks including 
“know your customer” and anti-money laundering regulations, and contribute to the global 
dialogue with the Wolfsberg Group and the Financial Action Task Force. 

 Prepare the 2016 edition of the ICC Global Survey on Trade Finance and other market 
intelligence and analysis to support ICC contributions on trade finance in key 
international forums. 

 Issue official opinions on queries on ICC banking rules.  
 Finalize and promote the industry-wide and ICC-led Global Supply Chain Finance (SCF) 

Forum’s draft terminology for SCF practice. 
 Provide business views on export finance issues through the ICC Export Finance 

Working Group, a global platform for medium- and long-term export finance banks. 
 Explore ways to develop non-traditional institutional investment in trade finance, possibly 

including through the creation of rules or guidelines. 
 Help promote the ICC Academy educational offering in trade finance. 

Belgian Delegates in the Banking Commission  
- Peter Bienenstock, ALLEN & OVERY LLP 
- André Casterman, SWIFT BELGIUM (2015<) 
- Christine Centner, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS BANK 
- Adrien de Hemptinne, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS 
- Yvan De Smet, BELFIUS BANK 
- Bruno De Vuyst, JANSON BAUGNIET 
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- Brigitte de Wilde, SWIFT 
- Martine Delierneux, ING BANK BELGIUM 
- Jean-Michel Detry, DLA PIPER UK LLP 
- Marie-Christine Diaz, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- David  Dobbing, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- Johan Doens, ING BANK BELGIUM 
- Carlos Faucon, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS BANK 
- Marie-Charlotte Henseval, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- Yves Herinckx, HERINCKX SPRL 
- Urs  Kern, SWIFT GERMENY GMBH 
- Patrick Krekels, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- Nadine Louis, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- Robert Marchal, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- Luc Meurant, SWIFT BELGIUM 
- Jean Minne, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS BANK 
- Anne-Mie Ooghe, FEBELFIN 
- Rita Ricci, BNP PARIBAS MONTREAL 
- Stacy Rosenthal,  SWIFT AMERICAS 
- Emile Rummens, KBC BANK BRUSSELS 
- Lisbeth Schepens, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS BANK 
- Gerald Stevens, TRIALYS 
- Françoise Van De Gaer, ING BANK BELGIUM 
- Herman Van Mol, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS BANK 
- Joost Verlinden, LINKLATERS DE BANDT-BRUSSELS 
- Hugo Verschoren, ING BANK BELGIUM 
- James Wills, SWIFT PAN AMERICAS 

COMMERCIAL LAW AND PRACTICE 

MANDATE 
To set global business standards for international B2B transactions and provide world business 
input on commercial rules developed by intergovernmental organizations. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Prepare and launch new model contracts and guides, including on consultancy and 

construction joint ventures, and refresh existing publications to reflect current business 
practices, notably the increasing importance of sales of digital goods and on-going issues 
related to retention of title. 

 Make business recommendations to improve the international legal framework for public 
procurement. 

 Continue to provide global business views to European legislators on the proposal for a 
regulation to introduce contract rules for online purchases. 
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 Conduct in consultation with the Banking Commission a global survey on the ICC 
Uniform Rules on Demand Guarantees (URDGs) to evaluate users’ acceptance of 
URDGs as the worldwide standard on demand guarantees. 

 Finalize and disseminate the ICC guide on Transport and the Incoterms® 2010 Rules 
and continue to develop practical tools and expert guidance to promote the effective use 
of the Incoterms® 2010 rules globally. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Commercial Law and Practice 
- Maxime  Berlingin, FIELDFISHER 
- Luc Demeyere, CONTRAST-EUROPEAN AND BUSINESS LAW 
- Jean-Michel Detry, DLA PIPER UK LLP 
- Johan Erauw, ERAUW 
- Jean-François Germain, FIELDFISHER 
- Peter Gjotler, GRAYSTON & COMPANY LAW 
- Sohpie Goldman, STRELIA 
- Pieter Haesaert, CUSTOMS4TRADE 
- Yves Herinckx, HERINCKX SPRL 
- Grégoire Jakhian, LOYENS & LOEFF – BRUSSELS 
- Didier  Matray, MATRAY, MATRAY & HALLET 
- Pedro Oliveira, BUSINESS EUROPE 
- Catalina Panoiu, MARSH SA/NV 
- Emmanuel Roger France, FIELDFISHER 
- Jean-François Serrier, SOLVAY 
- Anne Vallery, VVGB 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Hans Van Houtte, INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL TRADE LAW UNIVERSITY OF 

LEUVEN 
- Koen Vanheusden, ABH (AGENTSCHAP BUITENLANDSE HANDEL) 
- Herman W. Verbist, EVEREST 
- Joost Verlinden, LINKLATERS DE BANDT – BRUSSELS 

COMPETITION 

MANDATE 
To ensure that business needs and markets are taken into account in the formulation and 
implementation of competition laws and policies. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Promote the version of the ICC Antitrust Compliance Toolkit for small- and medium-sized 

enterprises and continue to engage with the International Competition Network (ICN), the 
European Commission Directorate for Competition (DG COMP), and other competition 
agencies, through open dialogue and thought leadership, on the importance of 
compliance programmes as a tool for competition law enforcement. 
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 Organize the 8th ICC-ICN roundtable at the ICN Annual Conference in Singapore and 
enhance ICC’s participation in ICN key initiatives, thereby further establishing ICC’s role 
as the main business interlocutor of the ICN. 

 Develop an advocacy guide to help further promote the ICC recommendations on best 
practice for the creation and reform of specific merger control regimes, and pursue a 
dialogue with selected competition authorities and governments. 

 Organize a seminar for judges and other stakeholders to exchange views on legal review 
and best practice in due process. 

 Complete ICC recommendations on the improvement of the European Competition 
Network (ECN) Model Leniency Programme and elaborate recommendations regarding 
cooperation between antitrust enforcement agencies in the cartel area, in particular with 
regards to the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). 

 Prepare a discussion paper on the use of arbitration and mediation in antitrust follow-on 
actions.  

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Competition 
- Gérard  de Laminne de Bex, COMEOS (2015<) 
- Dirk De Meulemeester, LEXLITIS GHENT -DE MEULEMEESTER & PARTNERS 
- Kiran Simon Desai, MAYER BROWN EUROPE BRUSSELS LLP 
- Charles Gheur, BURSON MARSTELLER 
- Yves Herinckx, HERINCKX 
- Guido Lobrano, BUSINESSEUROPE 
- Pedro Oliveira, BUSINESSEUROPE 
- Erik  Peetermans, VBO-FEB 
- Dominique  Smeets, GRAYSTON & COMPANY LAW FIRM 
- Anne Vallery, VVGB 
- Bernard  van de Walle de Ghelcke, LINKLATERS DE BANDT – BRUSSELS 
- Paulette Vander Schueren, MAYER BROWN EUROPE BRUSSELS LLP 
- Herman W.  Verbist, EVEREST 

CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY AND ANTI-CORRUPTION 

MANDATE 
To develop policy recommendations and practical tools from a global business perspective on 
corporate responsibility and fighting corruption. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Prepare an ICC business integrity compendium of ICC anti-corruption guidelines and 

rules. 
 Begin work towards developing guidance for companies on conflicts of interest. 
 Shape G20/Business 20 anti-corruption policy, drawing from ICC’s anti-corruption tools 

as a basis for concrete action by business for fighting corruption. 
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 Uphold the approach taken by the UN Guiding Principles on business and human rights, 
with a view to ensuring the balance between the corporate responsibility to respect 
human rights and the State duty to protect these rights, and provide business views into 
the UN discussions on a possible international legally binding instrument. 

 Provide global business input into international initiatives on corporate responsibility and 
anticorruption, including the implementation of the UN Convention against Corruption 
(UNCAC), the Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) Anti-
Bribery Convention and the OECD Guidelines for Multinational Enterprises. 

 Liaise with the ICC Academy on its development of online anti-corruption training based 
on the ICC Ethics and Compliance Training Handbook. 

 Contribute global business views on corporate responsibility reporting. 
 Promote the broadest use of the ICC Anti-corruption Third Party Due Diligence Guide for 

SMEs. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Corporate Responsibility and 
Anti-corruption 

- Pascal  Brousse, SOLVAY S.A. 
- Christine Darville, VBO-FEB 
- Bénédicte  Deboeck, LOYENS & LOEFF-BRUSSELS 
- Carlos  Desmet , *DESMET 
- Peter Gjortler, GRAYSTONE & COMPANY LAW FIRM 
- Frank Hallez, SIEMENS NV/SA 
- Pascal Lizin, GLAXOSMITHKLINE VACCINES 
- Sandrine Merveille, GLAXOSMITHKLINE VACCINES 
- Pedro Oliveira, BUSINESSEUROPE 
- Catalina Panoiu, MARSH SA/NV (2015<) 
- D’Arcy Quinn, CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Paulette Vander Schueren, MAYER BROWN EUROPE BRUSSELS LLP 
- Frederik  Verhasselt, UMICORE 
- François Vincke, VINCKE 

CUSTOMS AND TRADE FACILITATION 

MANDATE 
To promote simplified customs and transport policies and procedures as well as other measures 
to facilitate international trade. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Support the ratification of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Trade Facilitation 

Agreement by mobilizing ICC’s global network, and encourage public-private dialogue 
towards commercially meaningful implementation by providing practical guidance, 
including by feeding the commission’s work into the Global Alliance for Trade Facilitation. 
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 Develop, jointly with the Commission on Trade and Investment Policy, an ICC position on 
preferential rules of origin. 

 Provide on-going input into the work of the World Customs Organization (WCO), 
including on customs valuation, classification and trade facilitation. 

 Finalize and disseminate the ICC guide on Transport and the Incoterms® 2010 Rules in 
collaboration with the ICC Commission on Commercial Law and Practice. 

 Contribute input on the dematerialization of customs and transport documentation and 
procedures, in coordination with the ICC Commission on the Digital Economy. 

 Promote the policy statements on transfer pricing and customs value, the misuse of 
customs valuation databases, non-preferential rules of origin, and making transport 
greener and smarter, including ICC input to on-going discussions on trade facilitation and 
climate change. 

Belgian delegates on Customs and Trade Facilitation 
- Jean Baeten, VBO-FEB 
- Christophe  Coulie, FEDERATION OF BELGIAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE IN 

BELGIUM 
- Charles De Jaeger, CROWELL & MORING – BRUSSELS 
- Lorenzo Di Masi, CROWELL & MORING – BRUSSELS 
- Bert Gevers, LOYENS & LOEFF 
- Pieter Haesaert, CUSTOMS 4 TRADE 
- Ilaria  Mancino, CUSTOMS 4 TRADE 
- Yves Melin, MCGUIREWOODS 
- Catalina Panoiu, MARSH SA/NV (2015<) 
- Eric Ponthieu, ECONOMIC & SOCIAL COMMITTEE OF THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY 
- Jan Robbroeckx, UMICORE 
- Anne Vallery, VVGB 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Lionel Van Reet, PWC 
- Paulette Vander Schueren, MAYER BROWN EUROPE BRUSSELS LLP 
- Koen Vanheusden, ABH (AGENTSCHAP BUITENLANDSE HANDEL) 

DIGITAL ECONOMY 

MANDATE 
To promote the global development of the digital economy and continued growth of its underlying 
information and communication technologies (ICTs) and related business models, through 
private sector policy leadership, regulatory advocacy and the promotion of best practice. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Prepare an action plan to highlight global business priorities and the contribution of the 

digital economy to economic growth, social development and job creation. Offer guidance 
to governments supported by a compendium of business actions and practices, to be 
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used for ICC high-level intergovernmental engagement, including the G20, United 
Nations Sustainable Development Goals, OECD 2016 Ministerial, WTO, and others. 

 Develop an ICC privacy toolkit aimed at small- and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), to 
provide a resource for companies to uphold privacy standards throughout business 
activity and enhance consumer and business confidence through effective privacy 
practices. 

 Continue to support cyber security initiatives and explore ways to mitigate the risks of 
cybercrime for e-business, consumer and business confidence as well as threats to 
business models and new technologies in the areas of Internet of things, machine to 
machine etc. 

 Work with the Business and Industry Advisory Committee (BIAC) to the OECD to develop 
an appendix to assist business in applying the OECD cyber security Guidelines. 

 Advocate cross-sectoral and global business priorities on privacy policy and regulatory 
frameworks in regional forums [European Union, Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) and others. 

 Explore policy interoperability to simplify administrative procedures for business across 
different legal systems. 

 Encourage all stakeholders to promote the appropriate protection of personal data in light 
of its nature and sensitivity across its life-cycle, to promote trust in new digital services 
(e.g. cloud computing, e-mobility, e-health solutions). 

 Advance business-government dialogue to encourage greater alignment between e-
government and e-business objectives, including by providing input into the development 
of global standards for dematerialization aimed at linking current regional initiatives to 
avoid fragmentation in too many competing regional standards. 

 Provide practical policy inputs on topical issues that can help ICC demonstrate the value 
and necessity of a multistakeholder approach to Internet and ICT policies. Apply these 
practical global business inputs where possible to intergovernmental discussions and to 
reinforce the viability of multistakeholder entities such as the Internet Governance Forum. 

 Contribute to the transition of the Internet Assigned Numbers Authority (IANA) from the 
US government to a globally inclusive multistakeholder organization, working with the 
Internet Corporation for Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) to ensure business 
input and support for ICANN multistakeholder oversight of the Domain Name System, 
while ensuring its secure, stable and resilient functioning. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Digital Economy 
- Anne-Sophie Coppens, MARSH BELGIUM & BENELUX 
- Gérard  de Laminne de Bex, COMEOS (2015<) 
- Bruno De Vuyst, JANSON BAUGNIET 
- Sofia Dilinos, IAB EUROPE 
- Townsend Feehan, IAB EUROPE 
- Alison Feehan, IAB EUROPE 
- Christopher  Kuner, WILSON SONSINI GOODRICH & ROSATI 
- Alex Macarescu, IAB EUROPE 
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- Matthias Matthiesen, IAB EUROPE 
- Ionel Naftanaila, IAB EUROPE 
- Catalina Panoiu, MARSH SA/NV (2015<) 
- Marie-Clare Puffet, IAB EUROPE 
- Nathalie Ragheno, VBO-FEB 
- Anne Vallery, VVGB 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Filip  Van Elsen, ALLEN & OVERY LLP – ANTWERPEN 
- Ivan Vandermeersch, BELGIAN DIRECT MARKETING ASSOCIATION (BDMV-AMBD) 
- Tanguy Van Overstraeten, LINKLATERS 
- Cécile Verhaegen, MARSH BELGIUM & LUXEMBOURG 
- Heidi Waem, NAUTADUTILH 

ENVIRONMENT AND ENERGY 

MANDATE 
To develop policy recommendations and tools to address major global environmental and energy 
issues, including climate change, green economy, sustainable development, and to make a 
substantive contribution to key intergovernmental discussions in these areas. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
 Develop and promote global business priorities on resource and energy efficiency, 

including on enabling investment conditions, the water-energy nexus, and the efficient 
use/re-use of rare raw materials. 

 Ensure that global business priorities on climate change—realting to mitigation,  
adaptation/resilience, technology, markets and investment with a focus on innovation, 
finance, energy access, trade and substantive business engagement—are integral to the 
implementation of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) Paris outcome. 

 Update the ICC Green Economy Roadmap, to include key success factors for effective 
public-private partnerships as a means to implement and scale up solutions that advance 
economic growth, societal development and environmental stewardship. 

 Provide practical guidance to companies on implementing the new ICC Charter for 
Sustainable Development to shape their sustainability strategies. 

 Offer business input and expertise to the United Nations Environment Programme 
(UNEP), including to the International Resource Panel, the Climate Investment Funds, 
the UNEP/United Nations Industrial Development Organization (UNIDO) Green Industry 
Platform, the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change, and the 
environment/energy aspects of the SDGs/2030 Development Agenda. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission Environment and Energy 
- Vanessa Biebel, VBO-FEB 
- Guy  Block, JANSON BAUGNIET 
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- Isabelle Chaput, PEPS 
- Joost Everaert, ALLEN & OVERY LLP – BRUSSELS 
- Sophie Mertens-Stobbaerts, SUEZ TRACTEBEL S.A. 
- Catalina Panoiu, MARSH SA/NV (2015<) 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Gauthier Van Thuyne, ALLEN & OVERY LLP – BRUSSELS 

INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

MANDATE 
To promote efficient intellectual property (IP) systems that support international trade, encourage 
investment in creation and innovation, and facilitate sustainable economic development. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
- Issue a report on specialized IP jurisdictions around the world and practical experiences 

of these to assist countries setting up courts/jurisdictions specific to IP.  
- Help negotiators in the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change understand the 

importance of enabling frameworks for technology development and dissemination and 
the role of IP in this process. 

- Monitor and provide business perspectives on technology and IP-related issues in UN 
processes relating to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and to the Addis 
Ababa Action Agenda on Financing for Development. 

- Analyze trends in labelling and packaging requirements having an impact on trademark 
use in different sectors.  

- Continue to raise awareness of the role IP plays in the innovation process through 
promotion of the series of ICC research papers and the innovation principles for high-
technology industries. 

- Coordinate business input on the implementation of the Convention on Biological 
Diversity’s Nagoya Protocol on Access and Benefit Sharing at regional and international 
levels, and raise business awareness of the impacts of the EU regulation on access and 
benefit sharing. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Intellectual Property 
- Bruno De Vuyst, JANSON BAUGNIET 
- Sofia Dilinos, IAB EUROPE 
- Johan Erauw, ERAUW 
- Townsend Feehan, IAB EUROPE 
- Alison Fennah, IAB EUROPE 
- Ilias Konteas, BUSINESS EUROPE 
- Patrick krekels, SWIFT 
- Jan-Diederik Lindemans, CROWELL & MORING – BRUSSELS 
- Alex Macarescu, IAB EUROPE 
- Dominique Muyldermans, CROPLIFE INTERNATIONAL 
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- Ionel Naftanaila, IAB EUROPE 
- Filip  Petillion, CROWELL & MORING – BRUSSELS 
- Nathalie Ragheno, VBO-FEB 
- Jean-François Serrier, SOLVAY S.A. BRUSSELS 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Filip Van Elsen, ALLEN & OVERY LLP – ANTWERPEN 
- Herman W.  Verbist, EVEREST 
- Françoise Vidts, MATRAY, MATRAY & HALLET 

MARKETING AND ADVERTISING 

MANDATE 
To promote high ethical standards in marketing by business self-regulation through the 
Consolidated ICC Code of Advertising and Marketing Communications Practice and formulate 
world business positions and initiatives to address government actions that affect marketing and 
consumer protection. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
-  Participate in the APEC Committee on Trade and Investment project on common 

advertising standards and work with ICC’s global network and partners to contribute to 
capacity-building activities that improve understanding of responsible marketing and the 
Consolidated ICC Code, which are the foundation of nationally-implemented 
programmes. 

- Complete a study to ensure that the Consolidated ICC Code remains future-proof and fit-
for-purpose, and as required develop new or update existing policy materials to facilitate 
the interpretation and broader application of the Code principles. 

- Use the ICC policy statement on Freedom of commercial communication as a basis to 
demonstrate the benefits of self-regulation as an effective policy alternative in countries 
where broad regulatory restrictions are being considered that abridge this freedom and 
risk having detrimental effects on open markets, cross-border trade and consumer 
choice. 

- Contribute world business perspectives and raise awareness of the Consolidated ICC 
Code as the global reference for effective marketing and advertising self-regulation, in 
relation to work being carried out by intergovernmental organizations such as the OECD 
and UNEP. 

- Advance Consolidated ICC Code communication efforts by seizing opportunities to 
enhance engagement and strengthen self-regulation in developing markets, and by 
featuring the Code and its translations at relevant international events on self-regulation. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Marketing and Advertising 
- Carlos Almaraz, BUSINESS EUROPE 
- Gérard  de Laminne de Bex, COMEOS (2015<) 
- Sofia Dilinos, IAB EUROPE 
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- Townsend Feehan, IAB EUROPE 
- Alison Fennah, IAB EUROPE 
- Olivier Gray, EUROPEAN ADVERTISING STANDARDS ALLIANCE 
- Alex Macarescu, IAB EUROPE 
- Matthias Matthiesen, IAB EUROPE 
- Ionel Naftanaila, IAB EUROPE 
- Chris Payne, WORLD FEDERATION OF ADVERTISERS 
- Marie-Clare Puffet, IAB EUROPE 
- Sandrine Sepul, CONSEIL DE LA PUBLICITE 
- Ivan Vandermeersch, BELGIAN DIRECT MARKETING ASSOCIATION (BDMV-AMBD) 
- Filip Van Elsen, ALLEN & OVERY LLP – ANTWERPEN 

TAXATION 

MANDATE 
To promote transparent and non-discriminatory treatment of foreign investments and earnings 
that eliminates tax obstacles to cross-border trade and investment. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
- Monitor implementation of the G20/OECD Base Erosion and Profit Shifting Project 

(BEPS) outcomes and provide further views into G20/OECD follow-up deliberations – 
including on the BEPS multilateral instrument to modify bilateral tax treaties. 

- Contribute – in cooperation with the ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR – to UN 
and OECD deliberations on effective tax dispute resolution mechanisms. 

- Lead global business input into the work of the UN Committee of Experts in Tax Matters 
and its sub-committees – including on dispute resolution, royalties and the taxation of 
technical services. 

- Develop principles on responsible taxation for companies and tax administrations alike 
that could provide guidance for a company’s policy/code of conduct. 

- Promote ICC recommendations on transfer pricing in relevant intergovernmental policy 
processes, including the OECD, the WCO, the UN and the G20, and explore a possible 
ICC position on substance requirements for transfer pricing. 

- Continue to provide business input on indirect taxation from a global business 
perspective, including VAT related issues. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Taxation 
- Jean Baeten, VBO-FEB 
- Jacques Malherbe, LIEDEKERKE WOLTERS WAELBROECK KIRKPATRICK 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Paulette Vander Schueren, MAYER BROWN EUROPE BRUSSELS LLP 
- Marc Verbeek, KARMA CONSULTING 
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT POLICY 

MANDATE 
To promote cross-border trade and investment by business and an open global economy to 
foster job creation, sustainable development, and improve living standards. 

PROJECTS FOR 2016 
- Elaborate policy positions to shape the ICC World Trade Agenda, and G20 and Business 

20 deliberations on trade and investment, by contributing to the development of a robust 
21st Century global trade and investment policy agenda. 

- Foster progress towards a high-standard multilateral framework for international 
investment; as well as towards enabling regulatory frameworks for Foreign Direct 
Investment (FDI), including investment in infrastructure, as a vehicle for advancing the 
UN Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). 

- Develop policy positions on mega-regional agreements negotiations and their potential 
impact on the multilateral trading system.  

- Support plurilateral approaches to liberalize trade in environmental goods, and trade in 
services 

- Advocate in favour of effective provisions for arbitration and “Investor-State Dispute 
Settlement” in coordination with the ICC Commission on Arbitration and ADR. 

Belgian delegates in the Commission on Trade and Investment Policy 
- Bruno De Vuyst, JANSON BAUGNIET 
- Yves  Herinckx, HERINCKX SPRL 
- Yves Melin, MCGUIREWOODS 
- Catalina Panoíu, MARSH SA/NV (2015<) 
- Anne  Vallery, VVGB 
- Goedele Van der Linden, MARSH SA/NV 
- Lionel Van Reet, PWC 
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ICC PUBLICATIONS 2015 (SELECTION) 
All these publication and more are available on ICC Belgium’s online shop: 
http://www.iccwbo.be/shop/ 

  

 

International Commercial 
Mediation Training Role-Plays  
  
Greg Bond and Colin J Wall  
ICC Product No. 765E, 2015 Edition 
 
A compilation of 21 of the best role-plays written for the ICC 
International Commercial Mediation Competition which can be 
used for commercial mediation and mediation representation 
training at universities and by training organizations around the 
world. 
 
The issues addressed in the role-play range from contractual and 
quality disputes to cases in intellectual property rights, to disputes 
in the construction industry and cases involving personal conflict 
in close international partnerships. 
 
All of the role-plays are written by highly experienced professional 
mediators. Each role-play includes general information for both 
parties and confidential information for each party. 
 
The editors provide expert comment on the role-plays from 
business, legal and training perspectives. 

 
     

 

Addressing Issues of Corruption 
in Commercial and Investment 
Arbitration  
  
Dossier XIII of the ICC Institute of World Business Law  
Domitille Baizeau, Richard H. Kreindler  
ICC Product No. 768E, 2015 Edition  
  
Corruption is one of the most difficult issues facing international 
arbitrators today. This publication balances theoretical and 
practical considerations, takes into account the different 
perspectives of the parties, counsel and arbitral tribunal, and 
clearly distinguishes between commercial and investment 
arbitration. 
 
The topics covered include the impact of corruption on “gateway 
issues” of arbitrability, jurisdiction, admissibility and procedure; 
the arbitrator’s rights and duties to investigate and report 
corruption. It also addresses the most recent thinking and case 
law on the burden and standard of proof for allegations of 
corruption as well as the consequences and effects of allegations 
or positive findings of corruption on the dispute on the merits and 
the enforceability of the award respectively. 
 
The book identifies best and worst practices and equips the 
reader with tools and techniques to meet the challenge of 
corruption head on. 
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All these publication and more are available on ICC Belgium’s online shop: 
http://www.iccwbo.be/shop/ 

  

 

ICC Model Contract 
Commercial Agency  
  
ICC Product No. 766E, 2015 Edition 

 
The ICC Model Contract on Commercial Agency is for parties 
negotiating agency agreements abroad who face a major 
difficulty: the lack of uniform rules. There is no internationally 
agreed uniform legislation for agency agreements, and so 
parties have to rely on national laws. Not only do these laws 
differ from country to country, but they do not take into account 
the international nature of the contract. 
Updated in 2015 to take into account recent developments in the 
law of agency, this model contract is not based on specific 
national laws; instead it incorporates the prevailing practice in 
international trade as well as the principles recognized by the 
domestic laws on agency. 
 
It includes a USB key presenting the text of the contract in a user 
friendly and fully editable format, allowing you to adapt the 
contract to your specific needs. The Model contract can be used 
time and time again. 

  
  

 

ICC Model Contract Occasional 
Intermediary (Non-
circumvention and Non-
disclosure)  
  
ICC Product No. 769E, 2015 Edition 

 
The ICC Model Contract “Occasional Intermediary (Non-
circumvention and Non-disclosure)” covers the most common 
varieties of international contracts to which an international 
intermediary is a party. 
The Model provides a unique and balanced legal platform that 
takes into account the interest of all parties involved in non-
circumvention and non-disclosure agreement and minimizes the 
risks of fraud and misunderstanding. It includes a definition of 
the services to be provided by the intermediary and a description 
of the exclusive rights of the intermediary. 
 
 It also includes a USB key presenting the text of the contract in 
a user friendly and fully editable format, allowing you to adapt 
the contract to your specific needs 
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All these publication and more are available on ICC Belgium’s online shop: 
http://www.iccwbo.be/shop/ 

  

 

2015 Annual Review of Intl. 
Banking Law & Practice  
  
Institute of International Banking Law & Practice  
ICC Product No. 980E, 2015 Edition 
 
Every year, the Institute of International Banking Law & 
Practice brings you the latest developments in the field in 
an all-in-one reference tool. The 2015 Annual Review 
contains over 500 pages on a handy, fully searchable USB 
device and features the world’s only annual record of court 
activity regarding LCs and guarantees, plus the year’s 
significant writing on banking law and practice: 

- 24 Articles: including Overview of Int’l Banking 
Law & Practice in 2014 and writing from top 
experts on: Limiting Exceptions to the Autonomy 
Principle; Analysis of ICC Opinions; Sanctions 
Disclaimers; Teaching LCs; Docdex; the finer 
points of UCP600, ISBP, ISP98, and URDG758, 
and more  

- 96 LC and Guarantee Case Summaries: Cases 
from 10 countries and regions with critical lessons 
for practice, including: the Fraud Exception (Anhui 
Tech. from China); KYC’s Goods (Chiyoda Steel 
from HK); Oral Confirmation (Grains from 
Singapore); Jurisdiction of Straight Credit (JTG 
from Canada); Guarantee Ambiguity (Mackt from 
Malaysia); Assignee Drawing (Seele Middle East 
from England); ISP98 Standby (Slade Gorton 
from USA)  

- 4 Practice Reports: including the ICC Global 
Survey 

- 3 Government Actions 
 

 

 

Jurisdictional choices in 
times of trouble  
  
Dossier XII of the ICC Institute of World Business 
Law  
ICC Product No. 755E, 2015 Edition 

Co-editors: Georges Affaki, Horacio Grigera Naon. 

The choice of jurisdiction is one of the most important 
provisions of a contract. The jurisdiction clause 
determines the national Court, and its rules of 
conflict, or the arbitral tribunal, whose role will be to 
give effect to the parties' agreement on the 
substance and on the applicable law. Written by 
arbitrators, academics and practitioners, this dossier 
addresses the multiple challenges facing the 
jurisdiction clause through an expert in-depth 
comparison of syndromes and proposed solutions in 
both arbitration and court proceedings.  
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GOVERNANCE OF ICC BELGIUM 

GENERAL MANAGEMENT AND SECRETARIAT  
 

 

 

 

 
                      Rudi Thomaes                          Mathieu Maes                                           Julie Deré 
                        Chairman (1)                                   Secretary General                               Management Assistant 
                         (09.2014-2017)                                   (09.2014-2017)                             
  
(1) Honorary CEO Federation of Enterprises in Belgium - FEB 

 

Founding members of ICC Belgique asbl/ICC België vzw 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
  

In Memoriam 
  

 
  
 
 
 

Tony VANDEPUTTE  
Honorary CEO FEB 
Honorary Secretary General 
ICC Belgium 
† 17-11-2014 

 

 

 
 
 
 

François-Gabriel 
CEYRAC 
ICC Director of the National 
Committees and 
Membership 

† 17-06-2015 
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DIRECTORS  

DIRECTORS  

Chairman ICC Belgium:  
 
Rudi THOMAES1 (09.2014-2017) 
Honorary CEO FEB  
 

Secretary General:  
 
Mathieu MAES2 (09.2014 - 2017) 
 
1 Chairman since 1 September 2014 
2 Secretary General since 1 September 2014  
 

Following the rules of the Association:  
 
Philippe LAMBRECHT (2012-2015)  
Secretary General CEPANI, Director-Secretary General FEB, Professor UCL  
 
Wouter VAN GULCK (2007-2016)  
General Manager FEDERATION OF BELGIAN CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE  

 

Elected Directors:  
 
Alexis BROUHNS (2013-2016)  
Region General Manager Europe, SOLVAY  

 
Albert CLUCKERS (2013-2016)  
Programme Director, INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS INSTITUTE, Chairman of the board of "PRESENT" 
CARITAS VOLUNTARY AID  

 
Guido DECLERCQ (2008-2017)  
Managing Director GDF-SUEZ  
 
Frédéric de SCHREVEL (2015-2018)  
Secretary General – General Counsel, BESIX  
 
Patrick DE WOLF (2015-2018)  
Partner DE WOLF & PARTNERS 

 

Pascal LIZIN (2015-2018) 
Director External & Public Affairs, GSK VACCINES 
 

Dominique MICHEL (2004-2017) 
Managing Director, COMEOS 
 

Emile RUMMENS (2010-2016) 
Senior Risk Manager, KBC BANK 
 

Sandrine SÉPUL (2010-2016) 
Director, CONSEIL DE LA PUBLICITÉ ASBL 

 

Jean-François TOSSENS (2015-2018) 
Lawyer, STRELIA 
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Bruno VAN LIERDE (2009-2015) 
Senior Partner & Managing Director, THE BOSTON CONSULTING GROUP 
 
Herman VAN MOL (2014-2017) 
Head of GTSC Accounting and Head of GTSC Expertise, BNP PARIBAS FORTIS 

 
Emmanuel VERHOOSEL (2015-2018) 
Head of Commercial Banking Belgium, ING BELGIUM 
 

Michel VERMAERKE (2014-2017) 
Managing Director, FEBELFIN  
 

Francis WALSCHOT (2007-2016) 
Director Legal Department, AGORIA  
 
 
 

HONORARY POSITIONS  
Honorary Chair  
Baron BUYSSE (Paul)  
Honorary Chairman of the Board of Directors of BEKAERT  

 
Honorary Chair  
Baron DE MEESTER (Paul)  
 
Honorary Secretary General  
Guy KEUTGEN  
Honorary Chairman CEPANI, Honorary Director-Secretary General FEB, Emeritus Professor 
UCL 
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MEMBERS 2015 

NEW MEMBERS 2015 
IAB EUROPE 
KPMG 
MARSH BELGIUM & LUXEMBOURG 

MEMBERS 2015 INCLUDE 

                   

                 

      

           

       

                

      

                

                          

http://www.climacool-group.be/_img/realisations/10/besix.jpg
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://m.cms-db.com/&ei=rfBdVZ7DEsL-Uri9gKAC&bvm=bv.93756505,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGbcWA89I_kiHbJ5rABQgQiNj2z7w&ust=1432306215319245
http://www.contrast-law.be/
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http://www.customs4trade.com/
http://www.dewolf-law.be/home
http://lexlitis.eu/en/
http://www.liedekerke.com/n-liedekerke-373.html
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http://www.mayerbrown.com/
https://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=https://www.linkedin.com/company/mishcon-de-reya&ei=ki1kVazVJouqUbnmgdgD&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNF1b8n5G0eyjJKr8-wy1Bzs8wbLEg&ust=1432715022183821
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.ije.be/default.aspx?PageID%3D144%26Culture%3Dfr%26AgendaID%3D314&ei=bi5kVfT_CYH4UszWgOgC&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNHsVeKSRLDhnOSMvhfPewmzmsYkxA&ust=1432715222749769
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=&url=http://www.challengebibendum.com/partner/news-partner/solvay-breaks-ground-new-latest-generation-silica-plant&ei=pC5kVf2cLsG2UY-Ng_AK&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNH3DIqv6W2yTVJaFk7XR1ijqRq3sQ&ust=1432715301252885
http://www.google.be/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.chambersandpartners.com/europe/firm/22629322/strelia&ei=KS9kVdnHEYnjU8r9gLAF&bvm=bv.93990622,d.d24&psig=AFQjCNGHr79elpGWz9dektKMm7PrX8T7Og&ust=1432715415990404
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DESPITE REPEATED PLEDGES TO ENABLE TRADE AS A DRIVER OF 

GROWTH AND JOB CREATION, G20 ECONOMIES ARE FAILING TO 

DEMONSTRATE GLOBAL LEADERSHIP ON TRADE OPENNESS 

ACCORDING TO THE ICC OPEN MARKETS INDEX 2015 (OMI). 
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ICC CHAIRMANSHIP AND SECRETARY GENERAL 
  

 
CHAIRMAN 
HAROLD MCGRAW III 
Harold (Terry) McGraw III became Chairman of the 
International Chamber of Commerce on 1 July 2013. 
Mr McGraw is Chairman Emeritus of McGraw Hill 
Financial, Inc. He served as non-executive 
Chairman of the Company from November 2013 to 
April 2015, and Chairman, President and CEO of the 
company from 1999. 
 

 

HONORARY CHAIRMAN 
GERARD WORMS 
Gerard Worms became Honorary Chairman of the 
International Chamber of Commerce on 1 July 2013. 
He is also Chairman of ICC France and Honorary 
Chairman of Coe-Rexecode. Mr Worms is a 
Commander of the French Legion of Honour. 
 

 

VICE-CHAIRMAN 
FREDERICO CURADO 
Frederico Curado became Vice-Chairman of the 
International Chamber of Commerce on 1 July 2015. 
Mr Curado has been an executive officer of Embraer 
S.A. since 1995, and President and Chief Executive 
Officer since 2007. 
 

 

FIRST VICE-CHAIRMAN 
SUNIL BHARTI MITTAL 
Sunil Bharti Mittal became Vice-Chairman of the 
International Chamber of Commerce on July 1, 2013 
and First Vice Chairman on the 18 March 2015. He 
is the Founder & Chairman of Bharti Enterprises 
which has interests in telecom, retail, realty, financial 
services, renewable energy and agri-products. 
Bharti Airtel, the group’s flagship company is the 
world’s third largest telecommunication company 
with operations in 20 countries across Asia and 
Africa. Sunil is a recipient of the Padma Bhushan, 
one of India’s highest civilian awards. 
 

 
VICE-CHAIRMAN 
DENNIS NALLY 
Dennis M. Nally became Vice-Chairman of the 
International Chamber of Commerce on 1 July 2015. 
Mr Nally is Chairman of PricewaterhouseCoopers 
International, the coordinating and governance 
entity of the PwC network. 
 

 

SECRETARY GENERAL 
JOHN DANILOVICH 
John Danilovich became Secretary General of the 
International Chamber of Commerce on 30 June 
2014. Mr Danilovich is a global business leader with 
extensive experience in trade-related issues. He has 
also had a long career as an international diplomat. 
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THE INTERNATIONAL CHAMBER OF COMMERCE (ICC) 
ICC is the world business organization, a 
representative body that speaks with authority 
on behalf of enterprises from all sectors in every 
part of the world. 
The mission of ICC is to promote open 
international trade and investment and help 
business meet the challenges and opportunities 
of an increasingly integrated global economy. Its 
conviction that trade is a powerful force for 
peace and prosperity dates from the 
organization’s origins early in the 20th century. 
The small group of far-sighted business leaders 
who founded ICC called themselves “the 
merchants of peace”. 

ICC has three main activities: rule setting, dispute resolution, and policy advocacy. Because its 
member companies and associations are themselves engaged in international business, ICC has 
unrivalled authority in making rules that govern the conduct of business across borders. Although 
these rules are voluntary, they are observed in countless thousands of transactions every day and 
have become part of the fabric of international trade. 
ICC also provides essential services, foremost among them the ICC International Court of 
Arbitration, the world’s leading arbitral institution. Another service is the World Chambers 
Federation, ICC’s worldwide network of chambers of commerce, fostering interaction and 
exchange of chamber best practice. ICC also offers specialized training and seminars and is an 
industry-leading publisher of practical and educational reference tools for international business, 
banking and arbitration.  
Business leaders and experts drawn from the ICC membership establish the business stance on 
broad issues of trade and investment policy as well as on relevant technical subjects. These 
include: banking, commercial law and practice, competition policy, corporate responsibility and 
anti-corruption, customs and trade facilitation, the digital economy, environment and energy, 
intellectual property, marketing and advertising, taxation, and trade and investment policy. 
ICC works closely with the United Nations, the World Trade Organization and intergovernmental 
forums including the G20. 
ICC was founded in 1919. Today its global network comprises over 6 million companies, chambers 
of commerce and business associations in more than 130 countries. National committees work 
with ICC members in their countries to address their concerns and convey to their governments 
the business views formulated by ICC.  
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Visitors: FEB, Ravensteinstraat 4 Rue Ravenstein | B-1000 Brussels 
Post: Stuiversstraat 8 Rue des Sols | B-1000 Brussels 
T +32 2 515 08 44 | info@iccwbo.be 

Business Number : 0892.722.969 

www.iccwbo.be 
 

   www.linkedin.com/in/iccbelgium 

   www.twitter.com/ICCBelgium 
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